
Falls Church High School 

ENGLISH 10 

Summer Reading 2020 

 

You may purchase your own copy of the book, or you may check it out from the local library. 

 

Over the summer, you are responsible for reading ONE of the following books: 

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

Arnold Spirit, a goofy-looking dork with a decent jump shot, spends his time lamenting life on the poor Spokane Indian 

reservation, drawing cartoons (which accompany, and often provide more insight than, the narrative), and, along 

with his aptly named pal Rowdy, laughing those laughs over anything and nothing that join best friends so 

intricately together.  

 

*Note: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian contains some graphic content that some readers or parents may 
find objectionable.  

 

Autobiography of My Dead Brother by Walter Dean Myers 

Fifteen-year-old Jesse lives a clean and relatively careful life in contemporary Harlem. His best friend and honorary 

brother, Rise, is two years older and plays life faster and looser. The boys belong to a social club inherited from 

the men of the older generation. The Counts aren't a gang and the members tend to have a variety of aesthetic 

interests. Jesse is devoted to cartooning and sketching while C. J. is a fine musician. Rise, however, it seems to 

Jesse, has begun to lead a second life that doesn't include him or The Counts.  

 

Chinese Cinderella: The True Story of an Unwanted Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah 

Chinese Cinderella is the perfect title for Adeline Yen Mah's compelling autobiography in which, like the fairy-tale maiden, 

her childhood is ruled by a cruel stepmother.  

 

Crank by Ellen Hopkins 

In Ellen Hopkins's semi-autobiographical verse novel, Crank, she chronicles the turbulent and often disturbing relationship 

between Kristina, a character based on her own daughter, and the "monster," the highly addictive drug crystal 

meth, or "crank.” 

 

Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance by Barack Obama 

Elected the first black president of the Harvard Law Review (and later, of the United States), Obama was offered a book 

contract, but the intellectual journey he planned to recount became instead this poignant, probing memoir of an 

unusual life.  

 

Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America by Firoozeh Dumas 

This lighthearted memoir chronicles the author's move from Iran to America in 1971 at age seven, the antics of her 

extended family, and her eventual marriage to a Frenchman.  

 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

       (Note: This book contains scenes of sexual violence that may be objectionable to some readers.) 

In this first of five volumes of autobiography, poet Maya Angelou recounts a youth filled with disappointment, frustration, 

tragedy, and finally hard-won independence. Sent at a young age to live with her grandmother in Arkansas, 

Angelou learned a great deal from this exceptional woman and the tightly knit black community there. 

 



Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History by Art Spiegelman  

(You may also enjoy reading Maus II, which tells the rest of Spiegelman’s story.) 

Spiegelman, a graphic artist, interviewed his father, Vladek, a Holocaust survivor living outside New York City, about his 

experiences. The artist then deftly translated that story into a graphic novel. By portraying a true story of the 

Holocaust in comic form--the Jews are mice, the Germans cats, the Poles pigs, the French frogs, and the 

Americans dogs--Spiegelman compels the reader to imagine the action, to fill in the blanks that are so often shied 

away from. Reading Maus, you are forced to examine the Holocaust anew. 

 

Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes by Chris Crutcher 

While probing such issues as friendship, free speech, and moral values, Crutcher tells a tale whose sarcastic humor, 

poignancy, and suspense pack a breathtaking wallop. A social outcast in junior high due to his excessive weight, 

narrator Eric Calhoune found a kindred spirit in Sarah Byrnes, whose face and hands were hideously disfigured in 

a childhood accident. Now a senior and considerably slimmed down through competitive swimming (though still 

aptly called "Moby"), Eric remains fiercely devoted to his friend, whose caustic tongue is her only protection from 

life's inequities. When Sarah abruptly stops talking and is committed to a mental ward, Eric is compelled to take 

action to help her, but quickly finds that he is in over his head. 

 

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 

Weapons and good-luck charms carried by U.S. soldiers in Vietnam here represent survival, lost innocence, and the war's 

interminable legacy. Publisher’s Weekly explains, "O'Brien's meditations--on war and memory, on darkness and 

light--suffuse the entire work with a kind of poetic form, making for a highly original, fully realized novel.” 

 

The Zookeeper’s Wife: A War Story by Diane Ackerman 

Ackerman tells the remarkable WWII story of Jan Zabinski, the director of the Warsaw Zoo, and his wife, Antonina, 

who, with courage and coolheaded ingenuity, sheltered 300 Jews as well as Polish resisters in their villa and in 

animal cages and sheds. Using Antonina's diaries, other contemporary sources and her own research in Poland, 

Ackerman takes us into the Warsaw ghetto and the 1943 Jewish uprising and also describes the Poles' revolt 

against the Nazi occupiers in 1944. 

 

Please note: The descriptions provided above have been adapted from www.amazon.com.  Students are 
encouraged to research the books choices on their own as well. 
 

 

 

Specific assignments on the summer reading may be given in the first week of school. Students will 

have several weeks to complete the accompanying assignment once school begins. 

http://www.amazon.com/

