
Curriculum Night 

Ben Nowak, Principal
Jessica Grenfell, Director of Student Services
Bill McGreevy, FCHS Academy Administrator

Sorya Or, AP Coordinator

We will begin the presentation at 6:15pm, please explore the academic 
advising site while you wait 



Agenda

Presentation 6:15-7:15pm
● Diploma types
● Online course catalog
● Resources
● Course overview
● Advanced Placement
● FCPS Academies

Curriculum fair 7:15-8:00 pm

 



Diploma Types

Subject 
STANDARD DIPLOMA 

(22 CREDITS)

ADVANCED STUDIES 
DIPLOMA 

(26 CREDITS)
English 4 4
Math 3 4
Science 3 4
Social Studies 3 4
Health/PE 2 2
World Language N/A 3 or 2+2
Fine Arts OR CTE 2 (can include 1 WL) 1
Econ & Personal Fin 1 1
Electives (must include 
sequential electives)

4 3

CTE Credential Only if no AP/HN level classes
Only if no AP/HN level 

classes
CPR/AED/First Aid yes yes

https://www.fcps.edu/academics/graduation-requirements-and-course-planning


Online Course Catalog

FCHS Website > Full Menu > 
Student Services > Academic 
Advising > Course Catalog



Post-secondary planning

Naviance Student login 

https://fs.azauth.net/adfs/ls/IdpInitiatedSignon.aspx?logintorp=urn%3Aauth0%3Ahobsons%3A5101260DUS-student-saml-9


Post-secondary planning



English 

9 10 11 12

English 9 
English 9 Honors

English 10
English 10 Honors

English 11
English 11 Honors
AP Eng Lang & Comp

English 12
English 12 Honors
AP Eng Lit & Comp
English 12 DE

Electives: 
Journalism, Photojournalism, Creative Writing, Debate, LGBTQ+ Perspectives in Lit, 
Shakespeare Study



Social Studies

9 10 11 12

World Hist & Geo 1
WH & Geo 1 Honors

World Hist & Geo 2
WH & Geo 2 Honors
AP World History 

US/VA History
US/VA History Honors
US/VA History DE
AP US History

US/VA Govt
US/VA Govt DE
AP US & Comp Govt
AP Govt

Electives: 
AP Human Geography, AP Economics, AP Psychology, Psychology



Mathematics



Science

All Honors courses are 
required to participate 
in the Science Fair. 



Health & PE

Health & PE 9
2 quarters of Health & 2 quarters of PE
Included - First Aid/CPR/AED training

Health & PE 10
1 quarter of Health, 1 quarter of Driver Education, 
2 quarters of PE

Electives: Personal Fitness, Dance and Yoga for 
Wellness



World Languages

French
Japanese
Spanish
Spanish for Heritage Speakers

Fairfax Academy
Korean
Falls Church Academy
Vietnamese
American Sign Language
Marshall Academy
Arabic
Chinese



Fine Arts

 

THEATRE ARTS MUSIC VISUAL ARTS

Theatre Arts 
Technical Theatre

Band
Orchestra
Chorus
Music Sampler
Music Production
(offered 24-25)
AP Music Theory
(offered 25-26)
Guitar
Piano Lab

Studio Art
Digital Art & Design 
Photography
AP Art: Drawing Portfolio
AP Art: 2-D Design Portfolio
AP Art: 3-D Design Portfolio
Ceramics 
Animation



Career & Technical Education

Info Systems
Adv Info Systems
Cybersecurity Foundations
Auto Technology 1
STEM Engineering
Culinary Arts 1
Intro to Marketing
Teachers for Tom 1
Entrepreneurship 1

Industry 
Credential

Course 
completer



Computer Science



Economics and Personal Finance

Honors Econ & PF

AP Macro & Micro Economics

Self-Directed Econ & PF (8th period only)



The Academies



AVID Program

AVID students are learners who
● have a goal of attending a four-year college
● are motivated and determined to succeed in school
● GPA of 2.0-3.5 in regular, on-level classes
● have average or above average standardized test 

scores in language arts and math 



Advanced Placement (AP) & Honors 

AP Coordinator Sorya Or, sor@fcps.edu
AP Testing Coordinators: Stacie Shaffer: SLShaffer@fcps.edu
                                         Madeline Johnson: mmjohnson@fcps.edu

mailto:sor@fcps.edu


The first 6 AP 
exams are free

Exams in May

Score 1-5

O
pen Enrollm

ent-N
o 

prerequisite



SOCIAL STUDIES

-AP World (10th)
-AP Human Geography (10th-12th)

-AP US/VA (11th)
-AP Comparative & Government 

(12th)
-AP Economics (11th/12th)
-AP Psychology (10th-12th)

MATH

AB Calculus (11th/12th)
BC Calculus (11th/12th)
AP Statistics (11th/12th)
AP Computer Sciences 

(11th/12th)

ENGLISH

-AP English Language 
(11th)

-AP English Literature 
(12th)

SCIENCES

-AP Bio (11th/12th)
-AP Chemistry (11th/12th)

-AP Environmental Sciences 
(11th/12th)

-AP Physics 1 (11th/12th-Algebra)
-AP Physics C: 

Electricity/Magnetism-Mechanics 
(11th/12th corequisite: Calculus)

ARTS

-AP Music Theory (11th/12th)
-AP Drawing (11th/12th)

-AP 2D/3D (11th/12th)

LANGUAGES

-AP French (11th/12)
-AP Spanish Literature 

(11th/12th)
-AP Spanish Language 

(11th/12th)

AP CAPSTONE
-AP Seminar (11th)
-AP Research(12th)



George Mason University
1 cr=$420.5; 3cr=$1261.5

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies/college/665
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies/college/665
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies/college/665


https://www.registrar.vt.edu/content/dam/registrar_vt_edu/documents/Updates/ap_ib_clep/AP-Credits-2023.pdf


WHAT’S NEXT?....

Talk with your student 
about their 

expectations-and the 
time investment  so 

that too much is not too 
much

Have students 
talk with their 
counselors/AP 

teachers/
current teacher



The AP Capstone Diploma program gives students the opportunity to 
create original research projects while working towards a nationally 
recognized diploma seal from the College Board.

Students will take two courses, AP Capstone 1 (Seminar) and 
Capstone 2 (Research) which will guide them through investigation 
based research projects, both as individuals and in teams.

To receive the AP Capstone Diploma, students must pass both AP 
Seminar and Research plus 4 additional AP courses with a score of 3 
or higher on the AP exams. You can take one or both courses without 
pursuing AP Capstone Diploma.

AP CAPSTONE DIPLOMA PROGRAM - New to FCHS!



AP Seminar teaches students skills in academic research and writing. 
Students are guided through a series of skill building projects in the 
first half of the year. 

In the second half of the year, students will be working 
independently on their AP End of Course projects. Students create a 
group research project on a topic of their choice which is 
accompanied by a presentation. Then, students complete an 
individual project and presentation using materials provided by the 
College Board. Students complete the course with an AP Exam using 
a similar format to their individual written project.

Students in AP Capstone courses should be able to complete work 
for the course during class time unless their research project 
requires equipment not available during class.

AP Capstone 1 (AP Seminar) - New for 2024-2025



DE SOCIAL STUDIES
- You should expect 2-4 hours of 
homework (reading) a week

- We recommend these courses 
for students who are:

● Interested in social studies 
and looking for a challenge

● Taking many STEM AP 
classes (and their exams)

- Starting next year, we will 
have two dual enrollment (DE) 
course offerings at FCHS

● DE US/VA History (11th)
● DE US Government (12th)

- These courses offer the 
chance to earn college credit 
(NVCC) without an AP exam



DE ENGLISH 12:
-you should expect 2-4 hours 
of homework (reading & 
writing) a week

-at the conclusion of the 
course, you will have earned 
credit in NOVA’s ENG 111 & ENG 
112

-the course helps prepare you 
for future college and 
professional writing

-DE English allows you to earn 
college credit from NOVA

-a good grade in the course will 
earn you your college credit

-there is no AP exam

-however, it is college-level 
reading and writing



Summer School

FCPS Summer School

Credit Recovery in person

Online classes to get ahead

Self-directed Econ & PF

Enrichment programs

Non- FCPS programs need prior approval 

https://www.fcps.edu/academics/summer-learning-programs


Working collaboratively

Contact your child’s school counselor

Ask questions; your child, his/her school counselor, 
current teachers



Academic Advising Calendar

FCHS
January 10 - Curriculum Night
January 3 - Presentation to students
January 22 - March 6- one-on-one with Counselor through Social 

Studies (Eng 9 for EL level 1 student)
March 6 - deadline for academy registration and FCHS course 
selection deadline

Middle Schools
TBD - Counselor to present to Poe & Glasgow Middle School
January 22 - Counselors present to Luther Jackson 8th graders



Academic Advising Information

Parent VUE - course 
request tab is live. 
Not a guarantee of 
courses or 
the class period or 
teachers. 



Curriculum Fair 

Tonight’s setting is not private, please ask general questions. Here are suggestions: 

1. What is the difference between the outside workload expectations between honors Biology and 
Biology? 

2. Do all 10th graders read the same books? At the same time? 
3. If my child is interested in AP World History in 10th grade, do they have to take Honors World 

History 1 freshman year? 
4. If my child wants to get ahead in math, should they take Honors Geometry over the summer and 

Honors Algebra 2 next year?
5. Can a student skip levels in art if they have been taking art classes for years? 


